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November 26, 2002

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS HEARING
TESTIMONY BY LISA KERSAVAGE

Re 03-2628- Block 36. 37, lot 1122, 9 West 70th Street - Congregation Shearitli Ismel
SNma ogue - Individual Lmidmark. Uppcr West Side/Central Park Wmt Historic District. 9

Madam Chair, Honorable Conimissionem.

FRIENDS is testifying an this issue bemuse both the East and West Sides share a commoil and
prmious characteristic. laiN rise mid-blocks ofresidential buildings This building pattem is essemial
to preseme in order to maintaiii the sense of place of both neighborhoods.

This proposal to build a 14-story building on a mid-block is egregiouslv inappropriate In order to
receive a madificatioii of tho use and bulk regulations under Section 74-711, the Landmarks
Presemation Commissioii niust find that the bulk of the niodificatiojis relate harmoniously to the
landmark building or buildings in the Historic District. It is eniinently clear that the proposed 14-
storv buildLng is not hariiioiiious to tho landruarked synagogue itself. nor to the dominant cbamcter
of the mid-blocks in the Upper West Side/Central Park Wcst Historic District. Off the Avenue, West
701h Street, like mcst of the niid-biwks on the Upper West Side- is made up primmly of 4-6 story

FRIENDS feels that iiiappropriateness alone NNarrants a denial of this application

Neasa, den.y this application

FRIENDS

OF 1'HE L'PPI- K EAST -SIDE HISTORIC DISTRICT S

November 26, 2002

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS HEARING
TESTIMONY BY LISA KERSAVAGE

Re 03-2628- Block 36. 37. lot 1 122. 8 West 70th Street - Congregation Shearith Israel
Synagogue - Individual Landmark. Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District

Madam Chair. Honorable Commissioners.

FRIENDS is testifying on this issue because both the East and West Sides share a common and
, precious characteristic. lo^\ rise mid-blocks of residential buildings This building pattern is essential

to preserve in order to maintain the sense of place of both neighborhoods.

This proposal to build a 14-stor\; building on a mid-block is egrcgiously inappropriate In order to
receive a modification of the use and bulk regulations under Section 74-711, the Landmarks

. D . . .
Preservation Commission must find that the bulk of the modifications relate harmoniously to the
landmark building or buildings in the Historic District. It is eminently clear that the proposed 14-

I M 1 • I - , , , 1 , • ,r" 1 1 - !story building is not harmonious to the landmarkcd synagogue itself, nor to the dominant character
! u i i i u im iiu!s. ,n of the mid-blocks in the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District. Off the Avenue, West

\ I K i K . ^ K i n i . i i i ^O1 Street, like most of the mid-blocks on the Upper West Side, is made up primarily of 4-6 story
Hum L.uiiUn ro\\ houses

FRIENDS feels that inappropnatcncss alone \\arrants a denial of this application

Please deny this application
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 0!5-

I C,1.1 F, 0 ,)O,,, ,,, 11 1000' JEL 212 66q-792-,F.AX Zl'-669 7797

http* c. gov. landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete t[iis form. In order to eive otliers aii opportunity to speak,
LLI] speikers are asked to liniit thcir remarks to iliree minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Dare /16

Item# LO Itein Addiess

In fiivor of proposal Against proposal-Other position

iVame

Acldi-ess

Representing

If you would iathei leave a statement, complete ancl retttiii to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Conimission at the iLbove adchess, attention: Diiine Jackier, Director of Commlinity
and Goveinmont Affairs.

If )ou need additionil space. please uses the other side,

f^L'"**

^£\t(2S THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

http:/nyc.go v.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
al l speakers are asked to l imit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS1 SIGN IN SHEET

Item # / / /6 j . Item Address
^

In favor of proposal 'Jx Against proposal Other position

S"\

Name

ft
¥ fl

Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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v1-

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION CONIMISSION

I CF IF r )J 1. 9 LOOR %F volzi, Y 10007 TEL I' t,69 79-, FAX " 1' 651) 0
http /n\c gov.1iindmairks

Ifyou oish to speak, please coniplete t[iis foiiu. In oiclei to lgivc otheis Lin opportunity to speak,
all speakers Lim asked to liniit theii remarks to ttiree niinLites.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date- / $ / a e 17,

Item # Iteiii

In favor of pi oposal Against pioposal-Other position

I.J00 'of 7rt-( 4"M K<! a
Naiiie

5 -/' (-(? &
X

0 0--2,

AddreYN

If you would i ather leave a statemciit, coiTplete qnd retuiii to the Reception Desk-, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above adc[ress, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Communitv
and Government Affairs.

IfYou vieed additiunal space. lilease uses the otlier side.

,

f^SSK^lS THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
-B Vi-^S ',3sF

^ - K i r I C r M R l . ^ I R E L ' 1 , 9 ' > L O O R , \ H \ YORK sY 10007 TEL 212 069-7923 FAX 2 i:-669-7?97

httpVnyc.gov. landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date li / 2£ /

Item # Item Address

In favor of proposal AT Against proposal Other position

\J
Name

3/ CJ. Cr S/ l-
Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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THE NEW YOIZK CITY LANDMARKS PRESEfZvATIoN COM-TVIISSION

I I S,RErr,g rics,r, M 1 Urk 11 1600' "1 CI 21' 60 _Q'I FAN '1' Mg--,97

fintp:/n)c.,go landmank's

If you wish to speak, please completc this form. In ordci to Vve oLlieis an opporftmit. tO Speak.
ail speakers are asked to imut theii rematiss to thiee minutes

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

ltcm # Itein Address AL L
-In favor of proposal proposal Other position

Araine

Atidi-ess

Representing

If yocl would rather leave a slatement, complete iind relLim to the Reception Desk, or mail the
foi in to the Conimission at the above i(ldress, attention: Diane Jackier, DiFeCtor of Commitflity
inci Government Affairs.

It ou need additional space. please iises the other side

•'^V?N'tiiv - ,

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

irLMRi MRc r r . 9 1 nouK NL\\ IURK \Y 1000"7 TCL 312-669 "921 FAX 2l2-669-''?97

httpi /nvc.go-^ landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In ordei to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit then remarks to three minutes

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date J ( / L L / c "^

O7 *ff I ^?-A<
Item # Item Address M UC O.KV [,U \ J£ .' ^-

In favor of proposal !^___Against proposal Other position

A^crwe

V I -v l\ . I J \oc>

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If \ou need additional space, please uses the other side
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TFIF NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISS ION

I C L%l IN 10007 TEL 111-669 "M
Soi

htti) /nyc.Vv-lanc1maiks

If you "ish tD speak. please cojiiplete this form. In oidei to 16ve others an opportlunitV to speaL
all speakers are asked tu linitt their remaiks to thvee minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date- 4-
Item # fLem Address t'l 4'4 1

t )t-

In favor of proposal_- _A,Iajnst proposal-Otlier position

?/& It
Naiiie

ejt :IF
Address

Repi-esetiting

If YOLI would rather leave a siatenient, complete and retuim to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the aboveaddress, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
ztnd Govei-nment Affaiis.

If tieed adclitioiial space. please uses the oilier side.

*"*' ̂ h^-'f- **•*.

/<*!£"&£
THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

f^^Tfĵ !S^^ ICHNTRi- siHhLi,9 l"|-LOOii.NL\\ YORK NY 10007 TEL 212-6^-7923 FAX 2 12-669-"7t)7

httpVnyc.gov.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
ai! speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date

Item # Item Address o-c'f r / /x

-l ly=*SZsU. O xtc ,.
Name

Address

( IL '*-" l £&
\ /

In favor of proposal A. Against proposal _ Other position

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Tackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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LANDMARKS PRESERV-MON CONIMISSTHE NEW YORK CITY fON

C, L S F. y. q ...... R y I TCL 21 1 -,Q 79'3 F kX 7-ql

httt) /nyc.1,ov.1andmajks

if you to Speak, please coinplete tllls folm. in ol-del to give otlicis an Gpj)0ItLMitV tO Speak,
I speakers ziye asked to linitt ihciy remaiks to ilirce minutes.al

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKEIZS' SIGN INSHEET

Date 1 C,

Iteim # ftem Address

In of proposid-Against proposal Other position

Nante

-::? oi 14)

Addi-ess

Representing

If you woulci rather leave a stdteiiient, cumplete aiid retiiim to the Reception Desk, or mail the
fo)m to Lhe ComyTiission at the aboyeaddiess. ittentioni Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and GoNernmeiit Affaii's.

If You iieed additional space. please itses the otlier side

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
ICCMRL MREF.r.9 ' i L < * ' R NL\\ 1 uRk \Y 1OOCP TEL 212-669-7923 r\\ 212-609 7-97

http /nyc.gov.landmarks

If you \ \ ish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give otheis an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date \\ / ?l & / £'

Item # Item Address

In favor of proposal _ Against proposal _ Other position

^, i

Name

Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side
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IHE NIEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
I CLN iRL hE, F 9 FLJF R NL ) 1000- TEL 21 -6o9 -92 r x 212-069-7797

littp gov landmal I's

11 yoti %N(sh to speak, please complete this torm. lp. ordet to give otheis an opportilnitv to speak,
ah JIO asked to limit their jemaiks lo tliiec Eiiltiutes

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date Z 6
IV/

Iteir # Item Adclress

fn fdvoi of proposal Against proposal-Other position

Alaitie

Addre%5

Representing

It you would rather leaNe a statement, coinplete ind rettini to the Reception Desk, ormail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Goveinmeiit Affairs.

If Nou need additional space, please uses the otlier side

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

I C L M R L s ' K E i r 9 Fi j r* SLU i r m k M 1000* TEL 212-669 ~ 9 2 3 T \ X 212-669-7797

hltpVn>c gov landmarks

11 you \\ ish to speak, please complete this form. In ordei to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to thiee minutes

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date // / J& I Q1^
-/**

£_J sfk i ~\

Item # I *•' * Item Address

In favoi of proposal ^ Against proposal Other position

Name

\ /vy V'i/

Representing

It you would rather iea\e a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention' Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Goveinment Affairs.

If \ou need additional space, please uses the other side
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
I CF1rRE NEW YDRK NY I OM TEL 212 659 7W3 FAX 212 669-7-/077 (-;RT

futtp:/nyc.govJanc1marks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
alt speakers are asked to limit their remuks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date- // / &2- L, / 0 P-
Item # Item Address

In favor of proposal -Other position-Z-Against proposal

Name

-7- 0 IV
Address

Representitig

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Recepfion Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jacider, Director of Community
and Govemment Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CFNTRE STREET, 9'' FLOOR, NEW YORK \Y 10007 TEL 212-669-7923 FAX 212-669-7797

http:7nyc.gov.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date II I <?^Lf I

Item# Item Address

In favor of proposal Against proposal Other position

Name

i/O
Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Tackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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THE INEW YORK CITY LAINDNIARKS PRESERVATION CO'VfMISSIOiN

1 CENTRr YORK NY 1OW7 aL 212-609-"923 FAX 212-669-7970
http Myc.gov.1andinarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form, In order to give od-Lers an opportunity to speak,
atl speakers are asked to limir their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date

Itern#- ITemAddress
r of Against proposal_Other position

Nanie

Address

Represeitting

If you would rather leave a statement, cornplete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jwkier, Director of Community
and Govemment Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CENTRE STREET, 9 r u FLOOR, NEW YORK SY 10007 TEL 212-669-"923 FAX 212-669-7797

http7nyc.gov.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

Date

Item#

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Item Address { -

In favor of prorjpsal X Against proposal. .Other position

*.
Name

it-
Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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'Px
T14E NEW YOIZK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

I CENME Sl REE 1, 9- FLOOR, NEW YORK y 10007 TEL 212-669-7923 FAX 212-669-7797

N

http:/nyc.gov.lardmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this forrn. In order to Vve others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three mintites.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date

Item Item Address
f,

In favor of proposal 1 Agmnst proposal----_.Other pesition

Nante

Address

Represeniiitg

if you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to th Reception Desk, or maLl the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Canumunity
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
I CEM-RE siRCEi.9~" FLOOR,NEW YORK \y 10007 TEL. 212-669-7923 FAX 212-669-7797

http:7nyc.gov.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date

Item* Item Address

In favor of proposal,
"i/ I /•

,' / 'v m /> /

.Against proposal. .Other position

Name

Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Tackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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P. 02102

THE CITY OF NFW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION CONMSSIOIN
I Centre Street, 9 .. Floor North, NewYork,N.Y. 10007 TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7780

htip://nyc.gov/landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the
Reception Dosk. In order to give others an opportunity to speak, all

slicakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET

Date
I 1 1 26 / 02

Item #
9 AND 10

Address 8 WEST 70TH STREET

U In favor of Proposal
Please Print

0 Against Proposal EJ Unsure of Position

C--? K-2
Maine

Address

MYSELP
Representink

Lf you would rat1her leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mad the

fom to rho Commission at the aFdve address - Attention: Teni Rosen Deutsch, Chicf of Staff

I
Lt you ticea aciattiopai suace 1h, -6- - TnTPd P A7

P.02/02

THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 Centre Street, 9TH Floor North, New York, RY. 10007 TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-77SO

http://nyc.gov/Iandmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the
Reception Desk. In order to give others an opportunity to speak, all

speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET
1 1 / 2 6 / 0 2 g

Date L *- Item#
Address 8 WEST VOTH STREET

0 In favor of Proposal D Against Proposal U Unsure of Position
Please Print

Name

s~~u €T -^2 y ^J *<~f - ^ A
Address

MYSELF

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the

form to the Commission at the ab'o've address — Attention: Terri Rosen Deutsch, Chief of Staff

[fyou need additional soace n!pn^^ \\*<* MI^ ,•*,,«-.,... ^.r.u:. <-__ rnroi P

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000375

www.protectwest70.org



THE CITY OF NEW YOR-K LANDMARKS PRESERVATIOiN CONnfiSSION

(a I Centre Street, 9"' Floor North, New York, N.Y. 10007 TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-77SO
1 71 http://nyc.gov/iandmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the z
Reception Desk. In order to give others an opportunity to speak, alt

speakers are asktd to iimit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' Si GN-IN SHEET
11 / 26 1)2 9 P.ND 10

Date - Item # -
Address a WEST 70TH STREET

R Ln favor of Proposal A.-ainst Proposal FJ Unsure of Positioii
Please Print

Name

A ddress

MYSELF
Representing

Lf you woutd Tatlaer leave a statement, complete md return to the Reception Desk, or troul the

fom to the Comniission at the a56ve address -- Attention: Teni Rosm Deutsch, Chief of Staff

THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION7

1 Centre Street, 9™ Floor North, New York, N.Y, 10007 TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7780
http://nyc.gov/Iandmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the 1 -£ _,
Reception Desk. In order to give others an opportunity to speak, all , ;

speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes. '

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET

Date
11 26 02

Item#, 9 AND 10

Address 8 WEST 70TH STREET

S In favor of Proposal
Please Print .--

D Against Proposal U Unsure of Position

Name

9 ( c

Address \
[&"- f o

MYSELF
Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the

form to the Commission at the ab"ove address - Attention: Terri Rosen Deutsch, Chief of Staff

If you need additional space, please use the reverse of this fonn.
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P. 02/e2

THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS ]pR'ESERV'A'TION CONMflSSION

s I Cenire Street, 9" Floor North, New York, N.Y. 10007 TEL (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7780
h1tp:flnyc.gov/landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete aEid rctum to the person at the
Receptiorl Desk. In order to give otliers an opportunity to speak, all

speakers ue asktd to limit thtir remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET

Date Item # 9 AND 10

Ad&ess 8 WEST 70TH STREET

& in favor of Proposal 0 Against Proposal Cl Uiisure of Position
PleasePrint

- - W 71 0 -)4 re-e4

MYSELF
Represeittink

if you would ratber [mve a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mad the

fom to the Commission at the agdve address -- Attention: Terri Rosen Deutsch, Chief of Staff

I

* P.02/02

^•J3 // * ; .. '
THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 Centre Street, 9™ Floor North, New York, N.V. 10007 TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX; (212) 669-77SO

http://nyc.gov/Iandmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the
Receplion Desk. In order to give others an opportunity to speak, ail

speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET

Date
11 26 02

Item#
Address 8 WEST 7QTH STREET

Q In favor of Proposal

Please Print

Q Against Proposal D Unsure of Position

Name

Address

MYSELF
Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the

form to the Commission at the ab'o've address « Attention: Terri Rosen Deutsch, Chief of Staff

If v o u need addit ional soacc TflTQI P.
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J.

'-Z
THE -NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATIU CONIMISSION

i C 9 "1 1000 TEL ' I 6bg FA N I 12-Obg 791

lutp1n

If ou ish to speak, pleaso coniplete tliis form. In ordei to give others an oppoitLiiiity to spe ak.
all speakeis are asked to limit their remarks to thice minutes.

PUBLIC BEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date /( 12-
Item # C1 - 1 0 Item Address L,\j

In favor of proposal-Against proposal-Otlier position

Name

IV 0 sr. Nnu
Acldress

Represeittiiig

if you ould Yather leaNe a statement, compiete and retuim to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackiei, Director of Community
and Goveimment Affairs.

If you iieed -ailditional space, lylease uses ilie other side

M:lW^ THE XEW YORK C1TY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
^S^sfjF I C L M R L a im T.9r" FLOOR, M\\ 10Rk M 10007 TEL 212-669 ~92T FAX 212-669^797

%«^
httpi/njc.go v.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete th i s form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to l imit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date / f I ^ G / 0 !P_

r\ s\ ~—i rx l*fi C~^n—"
Item # I *~ I D Item Address O ^ / & O J -

In favor of proposal Against proposal Other position

Name

<p fv - "7 o sr .

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jaclder, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000378

www.protectwest70.org



THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMAR F tjKSPRES RVATIONCOMA SSIO-,\
-7700 FAX II Centre Street, 91" Floor North, New York, N.Y. 10007 TEL: (212) 669 :(2 2) 66

http://nyc gov/landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the
Reception Desk. la order to give others an appomnity to speak, all

speakers are asked to lfmit their remarks to thica minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN- IN SHEET

Date
11 / 26 / 02

Item # 9 AND 10

Address 8 WEST 70TH STREET

2 in favor of Proposal
Please Print

S,rl 4

11 A.-ainst Proposal D Unsure of Position

MYSELF
Repr6sontink

if you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Rcception Des? or mail the

form to tho Commission at the a56va addiess -- AttentiDn: Tani Rosen Deutsch, Chief cf Staff

THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 Centre Street, 9'" Floor North, New York, N.V. 10007 TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7780

http://nyc.gov/landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the
Reception Desk. In order to give others an opportunity to speak, all

speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET

Date L 26 02 r,Item M 9 AND 10

Address 8 WEST VOTH STREET

In favor of Proposal D Against Proposal U Unsure of Position
Please Print

Name

/Sy
Address

MYSELF
Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the

form to the Commission at the ab'ove address « Attention: Terri Rosen Deutsch, Chief of Staff

[f you need additional space, please use the reverse of this form.
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IONTHE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISS
I CL I kl LREi r 91 ' rix or, 1 1000 TEL -12 669 792 FA% 2 12-669-7-197

http:/n)c.gov.[ardrnarl6

It Nou"ishto speak, please coniplete this loim. Inordei RigiveotheisanopportunaN tospeLik.
all speakeisare asked to Iiinit their remarks to tliiec ininLItes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN INSHEET

Date I I
zs-

ItemAddress

In favor of pi oposal 4- Against pioposal-Otlierpositton

Naiiie

-7r-
Aildi-ess

Represeiiiiitg

If Y01i WOLIld rather leave a statement, coinplete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to ttie Commission at the above address, attention- Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Go\ emment Affuirs.

If rou neeci additional space, please uses the otlier side.

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

http:/n>c.gov. landmarks

If you \\ ish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date // / ^ / £'7L
"' /

RGteLItem # Item Address

In favor of proposal. .Against proposal. _Other position

fyflL

Name

•^7P
Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention- Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000380

www.protectwest70.org



THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION CONMnSSION
I Centre Street, 9"' Floor Nofth, New York, N.Y. 10007 TEL: (2k2) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7790

http:11nyc.gov11andmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete md return to the person at the
RecclOtion Desk. In order to give others an opperrunity to speak, all

speakers are asked to limit their remarks tc t[iree minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET
i i f 26 f 02 9 AND 10

Datt

U In favor of Proposal
Please Print

Item 0

Adrlress 8 WESI 70TH STREET

Against Proposal Unsure of Position

Yame

Represenfink

If you wDuld rather leave a statement, CoMplete and rentrat to tht Reception Desk, or mail the

form to the Commission at the alidve address -- Attention: Teni Rosea Dmtsch, Chitf of Staff

I
It aCC 1"' '1- '--- - -- - 7PTAI P 00

" " P.02/02
j.j- -0

THE CITY OF NEW YORK LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 Centre Street, 9T" Floor North, New York, RY. 10007 TEL: (212) 669-7700 FAX: (212) 669-7780

http://nyc.gov/Iandmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete and return to the person at the
Reception Desk. In order to give others an opportunity to speak, all ' ,

speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN-IN SHEET

Date
11 26 L 02

Q In favor of Proposal

Please Print

Item#
9 AND 10

Address 8 WEST VOTH STREET

D Against Proposal U Unsure of Position

Name

Address

MYSELF
Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the

form to the Commission at the ab'ove address — Attention: Terri Rosen Deutsch, Chief of Staff

If vou need additional scace THTPI P
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I i (2-(z jo z

fl,'l -

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COM-mISSION -
4"

I CF\ Id VnIELF 9'' IL,YQ \LW (IRK IY IOQG' TEL 21 660 7911 F.AX J 6b9 -97

If yovi ish to speak, please camplete this forin. IR ovder to Dw others -aii opportunity to spettk,
Lill speakeis aie askeLi to limit theii iemoiks to tliree minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date I /- I - /

Item # ftem Addiess

InfaNoi-ofpropOSiLl-Againstpi,oposaI Other position

Addi-ess

If you viould rather leave a statement, compicte and retuin to tho Recoption Desk, 01 M'Llll the
forin to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jaclicr, Director of Community
anci Government Affairs.

If you need additiotial spice, please tises the otlier si(le.

/„ /«[Z-a-/OZ

Mfr

THE iVEW VORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

http:/nyc.go v. landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to l i m i t their remaiks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date \ 1 / ^L^O / ^^

Item # M _ ^ M O Item Address f~C \

In favor of proposal Against proposal ' Other position

Name

Address

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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THE NEW YORK CIT LANDMARKS PRESERN ATION COmMISSION
ICE %I VII FMLT, '11111111, ILI 1' 10007 TEL 212 66c) _911FAX 'I' 609-7`97

hupilityc.gov.1andmaiks

If ou "ish tospealk, please conipicte tilis fom. In oidei, to give otlicis iin opportLinity to speak,
,ill speakers areasked to iiiTiit their remarks to three miniiics.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET
I

IDate-' I -

Iteni # Item Address

In lavor of pioposal-Amtinst propos Other position

If you woulct rather leave a stal
form to the Commission at the
and Government Affairs.

Naitte

,4ddress

rescittiiig

c alid retuRkod"IeceptioncDles'k, or iiiail
attentiort: Diane Jackier, Director of Community

If Nou need aciditional space, please uses the ottier side

Htt

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
I C i M K l ^Kr-LT.Q TIOOR.NLV, l O R K NY 10007 TEL 2l2-6t>< :>-~923 FAX 212-669-7797

http:/n yc.gov. landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date i \ / ^U /

Item # Item Address

In favor of proposal. .Against proposa. .Other position

tV^^
V/> <x4-

Name

address

.
I

If you would rather leave a statemenfcTEomplete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the abovqrjaddress. attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS ?RESERVATION COMMISSION
I CI-11,11, 1111LI `1-1011,1L1 L0007 TEL _1921 F 212-609-7,9- 01

fittp /nyc gov laiidinaiks

If you"ish to speak. pleasocomplete this form. In ordei to Die otheis an opportLinityto speak.
arc asked to limit fficirrenvasks totliiee minanCS.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date-//

Itelm # Item Address c,

In favor of proposal Aaainst proposal_,,, Other position

Name

Addi-ess

Repi-esentitig

If yoLi iatlier leaNe a stateiiieiit, complete and rCtLLM to the Reception Desk, or inail the
form to the Commission at the above address, Littention: Diane Jac](icr, Director of Comniunity
and Government Affairs.

If Nou need additional space, please vises the otlier side.

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CL\TRL M i i L r r 9 ' FLOOR, MJ>\ ^ O R K N Y 10007 TEL 2 l2-Gt>9 ~92"F \ \ 2 12-669-779^

httpYnyc gov. landmarks

If you u i sh to speak, please complete this form. In ordei to give others an opportunity to speak.
all speakers are asked to l imit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date

Item # Item Address rL

j 7

_ In favor of proposal / .Against proposal jV ,Other position

Name

- . L LU
Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Tackier, Director of Community
and Government Atfairs.

If \ on need additional space, please uses the other side.
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISS
I Cl J U N CREL 1 91 1 LN)OR, NEW ) UIZK NY 10007 TEL 2 FkX 2 L' 669 7791

ION

http:/n)c.1,ov.ktndmarks

IfyoLt lsh to speak, please cciiipicle this form. In ordet to 16ve otheis an oppoiluriity te speak,
zill speakeis ale asked to liniit Llicirreinaiks to Lhree minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date / 1- j I--
/ )-, -3/ 11, 11 ", kt. I -', l-c -/,K, -2 C) --4,

Item Item Adctress

Tn fLivor of proposul-Against proposal-Cither position

Nalne

Address

Represeittitig

If voti "ould ratlier leave a statemeiit, complete and retuim to the Reception Desk, ol mail the
foiin to the Cominission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Directorof Commtinity
and Govemment Affairs.

If.) ou need additiotial space, please uses the other side

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
ICcvik t s r K E l £ [ , 9 ' " FLOOR, N L W l u R K \Y 10007 TEL 212-669-792? FAX: 212-669-7797

http:/nyc.go v. landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date

Item # ; Item Address

In favor of proposal. .Against proposal. _Other position

Name

VZ. L

Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side
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Nomm Marcus
November 26, 2002

The Upper West Side - Central Puk West Historic DistTict and
The Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue

A harbinger of importmce to the Upper West Side - Central Puk West Historic District
is before you. It is dia request by the Central Puk West Sheatith luacl Congregation to pemit
within the Historic District a midblock 14-story stmcture containing 10 residential condominiurn
floors. It seeks to shift its development potential away from the historic Central Puk West
"wall" into the vulnerable underbelly of the District, its chmacteristic brownstone/limestone
midblocks. This request was unanimously rejected by The Landmuks Conumittee of
Community Boud No. 7 last Thursday nigbt as "inappropriate" md unworthy of receiving a
Certificate of Appropriateness from the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

It is a harbinger because there are at least a half dozen institutions waiting to apply the
precedent: The Ethical Culture Society, The Holy Lutheran Church, The Second Chuch of
Christ Scientist, The Universalist Chumh, The New York Historical Society, The Museum of
Naftzal History, md The First Church of Christ Scientist. hi all of tbes cases we have
sigilificmt, underbuilt structures which punctuate the historic Cmtmi Park West wall - and
which help define the shape of the District.

Because these stmctures are individually landmarked or significmt contributors to the
Histolic District, they are protected unless hardship claims can be substmtiated by them. To the
cxtent these are charitable or religious properties, the ability to fulfill their charitable or religious
purpose defines their reasonable investmcnt-backed expectations w property owners.
Commercial exploitation of their unased zoning potential is neitbor a "right" of these institutions,
nor does it promote the character of its smounding Historic District.

The Congregation in this case to demolish its low rise school md open space
used at a midblock scale and replace it with a tower tiuce fimes its height. The midblock on the
north side of 70rth Street - whem the new tower's shadow Arill fall - stands entirely at
brownstone scale. The south side has bowever within its bmwnstone rows, tWO pTe-war 9-StOTY
buildings.

The histoiic district report of the Lmdmuks Preservation Commission traces the
evolution of the district and remarks on the survival of so many 19th CQntury brownstone blacks.
The two 9-story multiple dwellings which replaced isolated brownstones in these midblocks did
not become the "new" midblock look as they did in much of the Bronx. The proposed 14-story
stmctum will tower mightily over the bmwnstones md over the 9-story apartments from the
1920's as well. It's as if a Central Park West building, denied its usual location, migrated womd
the comer to the midblock.

A Certificate of Appropriateness application to the Lmdmuks Preservation Corturission
("LPC") in a Historic District must he judged against its historic context. Measured against the
built fom of the 70th Street midblock, or the midblocks within the entire bistoric district, the
proposed 14-story tower is a visitor from another plmet; it has no place on this midblock. Nor

405271 t

Norman Marcus
November 26, 2002

The Upper West Side - Central Park West Historic District and
The Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue

A harbinger of importance to the Upper West Side - Central Park West Historic District
is before you. It is the request by the Central Park West Shearith Israel Congregation to permit
within the Historic District a midblock 14-story structure containing 10 residential condominium
floors. It seeks to shift its development potential away from the historic Central Park West
"wall" into the vulnerable underbelly of the District, its characteristic brownstone/limestone
midblocks. This request was unanimously rejected by The Landmarks Committee of
Community Board No. 7 last Thursday night as "inappropriate" and unworthy of receiving a
Certificate of Appropriateness from the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

It is a harbinger because there are at least a half dozen institutions waiting to apply the
precedent: The Ethical Culture Society, The Holy Lutheran Church, The Second Church of
Christ Scientist, The Universalist Church, The New York Historical Society, The Museum of
Natural History, and The First Church of Christ Scientist. In all of these cases we have
significant, underbuilt structures which punctuate the historic Central Park West wall - and
which help define the shape of the District.

Because these structures are individually landmarked or significant contributors to the
Historic District, they are protected unless hardship claims can be substantiated by them. To the
extent these are charitable or religious properties, the ability to fulfill their charitable or religious
purpose defines their reasonable investment-backed expectations as property owners.
Commercial exploitation of their unused zoning potential is neither a "right" of these institutions,
nor does it promote the character of its surrounding Historic District.

The Congregation in this case proposes to demolish its low rise school and open space
used at a midblock scale and replace it with a tower three times its height. The midblock on the
north side of 70th Street - where the new tower's shadow will fall - stands entirely at
brownstone scale. The south side has however within its brownstone rows, two pre-war 9-story
buildings.

The historic district report of the Landmarks Preservation Commission traces the
evolution of the district and remarks on the survival of so many 19th Century brownstone blocks.
The two 9-story multiple dwellings which replaced isolated brownstones in these midblocks did
not become the "new" midblock look as they did in much of the Bronx. The proposed 14-story
structure will tower mightily over the brownstones and over the 9-story apartments from the
1920's as well. It's as if a Central Park West building, denied its usual location, migrated around
the corner to the midblock.

A Certificate of Appropriateness application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission
("LPC") in a Historic District must be judged against its historic context. Measured against the
built form of the 70th Street midblock, or the midblocks within the entire historic district, the
proposed 14-story tower is a visitor from another planet; it has no place on this midblock. Nor

405271vt
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em it be seen as a setback part of the Central Park West wall of the Historic District sinQe it is
more than 100 feet west of ihis wall. By all common sense, histoiic and zoning ciiteria, the 14-
story proposal sits in the West 70th Street midblouk, as defined by the land use public policy of
the cornmormity md the city. Because its sponsor is a nearby designated lmdtnuk does not
change the criteria LPC must apply to the proposal. It is neither necessary nor appropriate to
financially benefit a lmdmuk at the cost of the Historic Distlict. Architectmal
"appropriateness" is not trmsfomed by a multi-million dollar real estate contribution to the
designated landmark.

This proposal is modest only in compuison with the synagogue's earlier 42-story
ineamation. It destroys the scale of 70th Street. It fills in one of the chffwterisfic dips in the
CPW historic skyBe. It gratuitously bottles up the inner courtyard of 18 West 70tb Street above
the zoning and historic height limit of the area. I cm't ratiomlize these impacts just because of
the economic advmtage to the CPW property owner, the respected historic Spmish-Portuguese
synagogue.

-2-
4D527IvI

can it be seen as a setback part of the Central Park West wall of the Historic District since it is
more than 100 feet west of this wall. By all common sense, historic and zoning criteria, the 14-
story proposal sits in the West 70th Street midblock, as defined by the land use public policy of
the community and the city. Because its sponsor is a nearby designated landmark does not
change the criteria LPC must apply to the proposal. It is neither necessary nor appropriate to
financially benefit a landmark at the cost of the Historic District. Architectural
"appropriateness" is not transformed by a multi-million dollar real estate contribution to the
designated landmark.

This proposal is modest only in comparison with the synagogue's earlier 42-story
incarnation. It destroys the scale of 70th Street. It fills in one of the characteristic dips in the
CPW historic skyline. It gratuitously bottles up the inner courtyard of 18 West 70th Street above
the zoning and historic height limit of the area. I can't rationalize these impacts just because of
the economic advantage to the CPW property owner, the respected historic Spanish-Portuguese
synagogue.

- 2 -
405271vl

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000387

www.protectwest70.org



1111101M

Dir-1-

P_.Fd-I
F A ... IF-, 7,L-. ]I]

V-Presideats
Lk.,F,di Fl,
At,, L-%,,
A , I

1,hI

NTI A.L1 A-. I.
P

J- o'I",
FobLnl H M-IR
P 'th M, ( I,
A,,d,,, I I al

Hh-, PIlt...

-Ihln
K1,1111

,ditl ste'XI)III

V kL L%,
D-1,- Wi)k, Irl-
T. d
I L.d, 11

Advison
E-, 1;,r -k0-d-
,h,[1, F ...... nL

Lh-b,Lh

G-a
I-
I

J.h.j, "h"
R,gin, NI K 11, rm,I n
V.-m L [ , I

K-dIvI M-...

lan- P,deh,k
5,,1.... FaIphad
I'LL, R-Id
TTn,II,, Id
Al- B -LIIII
V- L_11

C W-d

January 16, 2003

Hon, Robert B. Tierney
Chair, Landmarks Preservation Commission
I Centre Street, 9" Floor
New York, New York 10007

Dear Cha

I am writing in regad to Congregation Sheuith Israel's 14-story, 157-foot tall
tower (not including rooftop mechanicals) proposed for the midblock of West
70" Street between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue. Constmetion of
such a tower would require the grzknting of several waivers, variances, and
special pertnits exempting the new stmcture from the current existing zoniiig
and other regulations designed to encourage compatibility between new
constmction and the existing context of low-rise rowhouses on residential
sidestreets, as well as entail the demolition of a stmcture currently afforded
landmark protections.

GVSHP is very concerned about the precedent which approval of such a project
would set. We strongly believe that contextual zoning and zoning which has
been crafted to ensure design compatibility in historic neighborhoods should be
strengthened and protected, rather than weakened. We also feel strongly ttiat
proposals involving the demolition of structures within landmark districts and
exemptions from existing zoning must be held to the highest stnduds to
ensure they are approved only in cases of utmost necessity, as the least onerous
path possible, md that the results will not impact negafively upon the integrity
of their surroundings. It is unclear to us how tNs standud has been met with
this proposal.

Thus GVSHPjoins Manhattan Community Board #7, the Ntunicipal Art
Society, Historic Districts Council, Landmark West!, Friends of the Upper East
Side Historic Districts, Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields, New
York State Senators Thomas Duane and Eric Schneiderman and New York
State Assernblymembers Richud Gottfried and Scott Stringer md a growing
list of othen in opposition to this proposal.

Andrew Berman
Executive Dimetor

I Q I Al r I IT[ I L ritl L r NEWYOPILK NN 10001 TEL 12121 47S SSI FAX 12121 475 15S2 F hlAIL GV`,11PCGVSIIPORIL,

GVSHP
Executive Director
Andrev, Rinnan

President
r1 Anthony 7unmo III

Secretary/Treasurer
Kjth(_nriL SthooiuAcr.

Trustees
Mary Ann Ar.i-.rn in
Penelopi ISi reau
lo I lamilton
Jon Ha^ht\
Pobm 1 H Mixwdl
F uth Mi. ( ny
Andrew S I uil
Hinor RdtriLr
Jonathan Kusso
judid Stone h i l l
(.ji 01,71, \dlon ikis
V i ki \\ L tnt r
Dorintla \V nki Iruan
Trtd \\ istow
I inda Yowdl

Advisors
Kent B i r \ k k
Joan K Div idson
( hriitopht r Korbt.s
Shdlv Frt monl
Margai t r Halsey C ,irdnn.r
Margot ( avle
Hizabeth Ci i lmor t
( atol Gre irzcr
John Guart
Ions I Ii-is
M ittin I lutni r
John J iy l-,clin
Rts^im M Kdl i rman
Miriam L i s t
KLlidvl Monroe
lushiko Mori
Jamts OrtLiizio
Jamss StLwart PolsliLk
Sceplitn Raphae l
Jui i t Rinaldini
Hi-nry I lope Rted
Alice B Sindlei
Verna Small
Calvin Inlim
Jtin Claudt van Ilallie
Anni, Mane Witrner Summer
Anthtmj C Wood

January 16,2003

Hon. Robert B. Tierney
Chair, Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Centre Street, 9th Floor
New York, New York 10007

Dear Chair

1 am writing in regard to Congregation Shearith Israel's 14-story, 157-foot tall
tower (not including rooftop mechanicals) proposed for the midblock of West
70th Street between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue. Construction of
such a tower would require the granting of several waivers, variances, and
special permits exempting the new structure from the current existing zoning
and other regulations designed to encourage compatibility between new
construction and the existing context of low-rise rowhouses on residential
sidestreets, as well as entail the demolition of a structure currently afforded
landmark protections.

GVSHP is very concerned about the precedent which approval of such a project
would set. We strongly believe that contextual zoning and zoning which has
been crafted to ensure design compatibility in historic neighborhoods should be
strengthened and protected, rather than weakened. We also feel strongly that
proposals involving the demolition of structures within landmark districts and
exemptions from existing zoning must be held to the highest standards to
ensure they are approved only in cases of utmost necessity, as the least onerous
path possible, and that the results will not impact negatively upon the integrity
of their surroundings. It is unclear to us how this standard has been met with
this proposal.

Thus GVSHP joins Manhattan Community Board #7, the Municipal Art
Society, Historic Districts Council, Landmark West!, Friends of the Upper East
Side Historic Districts, Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields, New
York State Senators Thomas Duane and Eric Schneiderman and New York
State Assemblymembers Richard Gottfried and Scott Stringer and a growing
list of others in opposition to this proposal.

Since/dy

Andrew Berman
Executive Director
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cc: Mayor Michael Bloomberg
City Planning Conturission Chair Amanda Burden
Manhattm Borough President C. Virginia Fields
New York State Senator Thomas K. Duane
New York State Senator Eric Schneidemm
City Council Member Gale Bmwer
Congressman Jeaold Nadler
New York State Assemblymm Richard Gottfiied
New York State Assemblyinan Scott Stringer
Arlene Simon, Pmsident, Landmuk West!

cc: Mayor Michael Bloomberg
City Planning Commission Chair Amanda Burden
Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields
New York State Senator Thomas K. Duane
New York State Senator Eric Schneiderman
City Council Member Gale Brewer
Congressman Jerrold Nadler
New York State Assemblyman Richard Gottfried
New York State Assemblyman Scott Stringer
Arlene Simon, President, Landmark West!
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Roben J Jacobson Jr
91 Central Pwk West

New York City,
NY

10023

Mr. Robert Tiemey
Chair, Landmarks Preservation Comniission
I Center Street
9 Floor
New York City,
NY 10007

Dear Mr. Tiemey:

I am writing this letter to vigomwly oppose Congregation Shemith Isfael's pfoposed
construedon of a 15 story tower atop its "cotnmunity" house on West 70ffi St., (the reality
being this "community" house is not for the community, but for themselvesV). To allow
this tower to happen would fly in the face of all the pmservation laws now in place and
not only most negatively affect this neighborhood's uchitectual hamumy but anywhere
else in the city as well. If iMs developers' dmam but commmity's nightmue goes
forward, itwill not at afl fit in with the almady harmonious style of this area .... and orice
again, if aflowed here then it will be "carte blanche" for any developer iri the city to
invade a neighborhood and do the same md tbemfore break the preservation laws for
which they were designed.

This proposed building is gmssly out of scale and totally conflicts with the nature of this
historic upper Westside district.

For this Congregation to build a new community house is qWte admirable; but I don't
think this tower above should become CSI's profit center at the expense of this lovely
upper Westside neighborhood.

Thank yQqfor your time md in advance, for listening to me.

F L a I - "13

Jr.

Robert J Jacobson Jr
91 Central Park West

New York City,
NY

10023

Mr. Robert Tierney
Chair, Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Center Street
9th Floor
New York City,
NY 10007

Dear Mr. Tierney:

I am writing this letter to vigorously oppose Congregation Shearith Israel's proposed
construction of a 15 story tower atop its "community" house on West 70th St., (the reality
being this "community" house is not for the community, but for themselves!!). To allow
this tower to happen would fly in the face of all the preservation laws now in place and
not only most negatively affect this neighborhood's architectural harmony but anywhere
else in the city as well. If this developers' dream but community's nightmare goes
forward, it will not at all fit in with the already harmonious style of this area ... .and once
again, if allowed here then it will be "carte blanche" for any developer in the city to
invade a neighborhood and do the same and therefore break the preservation laws for
which they were designed.

This proposed building is grossly out of scale and totally conflicts with the nature of this
historic upper Westside district.

For this Congregation to build a new community house is quite admirable; but I don't
think this tower above should become CSI's profit center at the expense of this lovely
upper Westside neighborhood.

Thank you your time and in advance, for listening to me.
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CIVITAS
A Union of Citizens

1457 Lexington Avenue New York NY 10128-2506
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28 January 2003

Hon. Robert B. Tierney
Chair NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
Municipal Building
One Center Street, gth floor
New York, NY 10005

Re.- Proposal of Congregation Shearith Israel, 8 West 70h Street

Dear Chairman Tierney:

CIVITAS, an over 22 year old Upper East Side and East Harlem
zoning and planning organization is on record for supporting aind
upholding R8B mid-block zoning regulations.

CIVITAS is appreciative of the needs of institutions for expansion
and believes that needed growth is possible while still respecting
the spirit of R8B.

The present application, with requests for significant variances,
violates the mid-block context, which many communities
throughout the city have fought to establish and uphold.

CIVITAS urges that the Commission reject this application
because of the adverse effect it will have on the mid-block and
because of the precedent it will set for futtire applications.

sincerely yours,

Genie Rice, President

cc: Amanda Burden, Chairman City Planninh Commo
C. Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President

VOIM case 212-289-4291 , e-mail QVITAS240acologin

CIVITAS
A Union of Citizens

1457 Lexington Avenue New York NY 10128-2506

Founder
August Heckscher
1914 1997

President
Genie Rice
Vice Presidents
Marcia Fowle
T Gorman Reill>
James 1 B Tnpp
Treasurer
Frederic Wilhmglon
Secretary
Jo Ahern Bressler

Board of Directors
Mark S Alexander
Tess Ankis
Lucienne S Bloch
William Q Brothers
Adnenne Capian
Elisabeth R Clark
Ray Cornbill
Nathalie Cox
Hon Francisco Diaz, Jr
Jams Eltz
Judith Fresco
Ehse Fnck
Jamie Gibbs
Stuart Goldman
Sally Goodgold
Deborah Grant
Carolyn M Greenberg
Roberta Hodgson
Willa Hutner
Frank Lichtensteiger
Clifton Maloney
Jeanne McAnaney
Dame! Perez
Peter Petttbone
Raymond Plumey
Debbie Quinones
Agustm Rivera
R Geoffrey Roesch
Roberta Schnei derma n
Sally Schubert
Cora Shelton
Annette Siegel
Hams Silver
M Sava B Thomas
Joseph F Walsh
Charles S Warren
John S Winkleman

Advisory Board
Christopher C Angell
Elizabeth Ashby
Kent Barwick
David W Beer
Jewelle Bickford
Hon Schuyler G Chapm
Mrs John French III
John Jay Isehn
Mrs Stephen Kellen
Rona Kiley
Stephen S Lash
Peter Marc use
Paul Newman
Cynthia D Sculco
Constantme Sidamon-Enstoff
Hon Henry J Stem
M argot Wellington
Anthony C Wood
Joanne Woodward

28 January 2003

Hon. Robert B. Tierney
Chair NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
Municipal Building
One Center Street, 9th floor
New York, NY 10005

He: Proposal of Congregation Shearith Israel, 8 West 70h Street

Dear Chairman Tierney:

CIVITAS, an over 22 year old Upper East Side and East Harlem
zoning and planning organization is on record for supporting and
upholding R8B mid-block zoning regulations.

CIVITAS is appreciative of the needs of institutions for expansion
and believes that needed growth is possible while still respecting
the spirit of R8B.

The present application, with requests for significant variances,
violates the mid-block context, which many communities
throughout the city have fought to establish and uphold.

CIVITAS urges that the Commission reject this application
because of the adverse effect it will have on the mid-block and
because of the precedent it will set for future applications.

Sincerely yours,

Genie Rice, President

cc: Amanda Burden, Chairman City Planning Commission

FEB -4 2003

C. Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President

Voice 212-996-0745 • Fax 212-289-4291 • e-mail CIVITAS2@aolcom
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THE FINE ARTS FEDERATION OF NEW YORK
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Fcbnimy 10, 2003

FOUNDED 1895

Robert B.Tierney, Chair
Landmarks Preservatim Commission
I Centre Street, 9" Fl
Ncw Ycirk, NY 10007

Dear Mr. 'I ierney,
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The Fine ArLs Federation urgm the Landmarks Comrnission to disapprove the application
for a 14-story building bchind the landmark Shcarith Israel synagoguc on West 701"
Strm. The building's height and dmign uc inappropriate fbr the synagogue and for the
historic disbict. The Fine Arts FederaOon, founded in 1995, is mi association of 20 aM
orpnizatiom dedicated to flostering and protecting (he artistic intercsts of Now York
Cily.

A 14-story bruilding will loom over the low-rise Bmux ArL% style synagogue, detracting
from its silhouette mci visufd impiwt on Cmtful Tark Wost, M our past PrLsi(imt Giorgit)
Cavaglimi points out, Central Puk Wegt is a uniq= avenue, with Central Puk on one
sidc and ori the other side a mix of tall apartmc"t buildings and low-rise institutional
buildings, like tho synagogue md the Now York Historical Society A 14-story
apartTncni buflding m) close to the synagoguc and to Centi-al Pwk Wcst wilI alter that
hisWric md scmic %ucetscape.
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THE FINE ARTS FEDERATION OF NEW YORK
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FOUNDED 1895
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New York Metrttpolitaii Cliapter of ih*;
Americdn Planning Association
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Inc.
New York Society

Puhlie Art Fund, Inc.

Justin Kcrate, Dinn:t»r
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Barbara Lenrfsky,
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D»r(.ithy Miner, Director
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Louis Newman, Uirv-ctor
N»ncy Oweiw, Itfrcctor
.Ian Pokiirny, ftiwvtur
Leo Rahkin. Dirvetttr

Marion Roller, Director
Rt^ina Stcwiirt, Consultant

February 10, 2003

Robert B. Tierncy, Chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Centre Street, 9lh Fl
New York, NY 10007

Dear Mr. Tierncy,

The Fine Arts Federation urges the Landmarks Commission to disapprove the application
for a 14-story building behind the landmark Shcarith Israel synagogue on West 701'1

Street. The building's height and design arc inappropriate for the synagogue and for the
historic district The Fine Arts Federation, founded in 1895, is an association of 20 arts
organizations dedicated to fostering and protecting (he artistic interests of New York
City.

A 14-story building will loom over the low-rise Beaux Arts style synagogue, detracting
from its silhouette and visual impact on Central Park West. As our past president Giorgio
Cavaglieri points out, Central Park West is a unique avenue, with Central Park on one
side and on the other side a mix of tall apartment buildings and low-rise institutional
buildings, like the synagogue and the New York Historical Society. A 14-story
apartment building so close to the synagogue and to Central Park West will alter that
historic and scenic streetscape.
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Fine Arts Fedcrafion
2/10/03 Shmrith Israel Lauer
Page 2

Tke low-rise mw houses on the side shWs in UMr Wmi Side/Central Park Wesi
liisityric district arc a key feature of the distriLt, While Wcsi 70* Strftt between Central
Park West and Columbus Avenue is myt inonolithically low-rise, flic pmposed 14,story
building is much higbm than any odier building on die block and than the typical side
stroct profilc.

Tiic presmt dcsign of the proposod building does not relate to the bams materials, and
fenestratioii of the synagogue and iiiappropriately moves the entiranoe.

Yours truly,

Stephen Gotflilv, President

Feb-lO-O3 O3:17P wasa
Z1Z5299079 P. O2

Fine Arts Federation
2/10/03 Shearith Israel Letter
Page 2

The low-rise row houses on the side streets in Upper West Side/Central Park West
historic district arc a key feature of the district. While West 70th Street between Central
Park West and Columbus Avenue is not monolithically low-rise, the proposed 14-story
building is much higher than any other building on the block and than the typical side
street profile.

The present design of the proposed building does not relate to the base, materials, and
fenestration of the synagogue and inappropriately moves the entrance.

Yours truly

Stephen Gottlieb, President
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6114
SHIS/cOOMBS

Mmday, February 10, 2003

Mr. Robert B.Tietruty, Chairmn
NYC Landmaks preservation Cmmission
I Cmter S"K 9R` Fl.
New Yoik, NY 10007

Dear Chairman Tierney:

I m a principal partner at Sids/Coombs Amhitecu, m architevural lim which has made the Upper West
Side It's hme for the past 25 years. I am widng to exprees my strong opposition tD 0 proposal for a 14-
siory, 157-foot tower on West 7& 5tree between Central Park Wmt and Colurnbus Avenue. This pmmal,
which has bon submitted to the New York Landmarks Pmmatton Cmmission, thmatms the preYalent
low-rise midblmk chareciv uf the Upper Went Side and, if opMnd, %vould pave ttve way for other
archftwWmily incmpaftjble projKm

lamasvmgwpporkTuftheexisgn zwing fbr the Upper West Side Hiswric Oistrict, which is designed 40
P~ the lov-rise, character of heiglibothwd midblocks, wd I oppose all pmem and ftitum applications
for overscaied and inappropriale building developments such as this one.

Westsider; Ilike nyMIf am joined in wr opposition tD dm Wmt 7& SoNm project by Manhaftn CommRJnIty
Board 07, the Municipal Art Smiely, Historic Oistricts Council, Landmark Weg! and Friends of the UpPer
Eut Slde Hiftfic DWmcn, as well as a growing list of indWiduals md Imal aM citywide gmps. Elected
offidals mMoiVng this effort to disappmw this dewlopmnt include Manhattan Borough Prinsident C.
V'irfirga Fields, N" Ywk State Senaim Thmas Duarre and ETic Schneidermari and N" York Sutt
Assemblymembersi Richard Godried md Scou Stringer, all of whom oppose this projea because it violate$
ft zoning md undarmirYes the charactw of the histofic district

I m urging yuu tD do everything in your power to hdp prietrerver md prowt our community by oplicsing
this ill-conceived project Eand al I othw projects that dirmten to dfsnipt Kxu cmmnibls charactw IYY
waivinF existing "ing.

'rhank ym.

Peter Coombs, AIA
Sirivtomdx Amhiwts
2112 Umadway, Suite 405
NeW York my 10024

21 12 &ROADWAY NEWYORK NY 10013 212 580 )1" 11 212 500 ag'O
PETER COO"S A i A JANE StRig A I A,

ToTpi- P.01

FEB-10-1903 16:18 FROM TO 12126697960 P.01

St f i tS /COOMBS
A R C H I T E C T S

Monday, February 10, 2003

Mr. Robert B. Tierney, Chairman
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Center Street 9* Fl.
New York, NY 10007

Re: The Proposal of Congregation Shearith Israel to build a 14 story tower 8 West 70th Street

Dear Chairman Tierney:

I am a principal partner at Siris/Coombs Architects, an architectural firm which has made the Upper West
Side if s home for the past 25 years. I am writing to express my strong opposition to 9 proposal for a 14-
story, 157-foot tower on West 70th Street between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue. This proposal,
which has been submitted to the New York Landmarks Preservation Commission, threatens the prevalent
low-rise midblock character of the Upper West Side and, if approved, would pave the way for other
architecturally incompatible projects.

I am a strong supporter of the existing zoning for the Upper West Side Historic pistrict, which is designed to
protect ihe low-rise character of neighborhood midblocks, and 1 oppose all present and future applications
for overscaled and inappropriate building developments such as this one.

Westsiders Hike myself are joined in our opposition to the West 70* Street project by Manhattan Community
Board #7, the Municipal Art Society, Historic Districts Council, Landmark West! and Friends of the Upper
East Side Historic Districts, as well as a growing list of individuals and local and citywide groups. Elected
officials supporting this effort to disapprove this development include Manhattan Borough President C
Virginia Fields, New York State Senators Thomas Duane and Eric Schneiderman and New York State
Assemblymembers Richard Gottfried and Scott Stringer, all of whom oppose this project because it violates
the zoning and undermines the character of the historic district

I am urging you to do everything in your power to help preserve and protect our community by opposing
this ill-conceived project and all other projects that threaten to disrupt our community's character by
waiving existing zoning.

Thank you.

irs,

Peter Coombs, A»A
Siris/Coombs Architects
2112 Broadway, Suite 405
New York, NY 10024

2 1 1 2 SRQADWAY NEW YORK NY 10073 212 580 jyw FK 212 sec
PETER COOMBS A I A JANE StRIS A I A,

TQTflL P.01
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Heather McCracken To: Diane Jackier/1-po(PI-po

02/11/2D03 10:25 AMISAT04 Subjeccct' Proposal by Shearith Israel for Zoning Variwce

----- Fomarded by Heather McCracken/Lpc on 02111/2003 10:27 AM -----

Elimbeth Mayers" Tc: rtiorney@lpc.nyo.gov,
<emayers@nyc.rr.com CC'

Subject: Proposal by Shearith Israel tor Zoning Variwoe

0"211112003 12:40 AM

ELIZABETH G. MAYERS
25 CENTRAL PARK WEST, APT. 31
NEW YORK, NY 10023
212.541.9287

February 10, 2003

Robert B. Tierney
LandmaTks Preservation Commission Chair
1 Centre Street, Bth Floor
New York, NY

Dear Mr. Tierney:

I am writing to express my dismay at the possibility of a variance, applied
for by Congregation Shearith Israel on West 70th Street. The proposed
14-story building would represent a flagrant eXception to existing zoning,
resulting in an inappropriate intrusion into this carefully crafted
,notext.al core. As you know, the RBB zoning prevents such large structures
from rising above the surrounding brownstones and other lcw buildings. it
is astDnishing that anyone would consider that the zuning, which was created
after much deliheration 1 1984, should be scrapped for this project,
opening precedents for further destruction of thiS R8B cone.

my extended family has had a long relationship with Shearith Israel. My
husband's ncle, Harry Bernstein, held the honorary position of custodian of
Shearith Israel's cemetery in lower Manhattan for many years, and the family
was in the congregation of this august synagogue for two generations. He
lived at 25 Central Park West, where I live, ancl he was always concerned
with the character of the area and proud of Shearith Israel as a beautiful
and elegant edifice to which he made many contributions. In the current
circumstances I feel certai. that thia relative of ours, whom we remember
tor his concern for the neighborhood where he had chosen to live, would have
encouraged other members of the congregation to play by the existing rules.
That was who he was, and given his well-known sense of h=or and the esteem
in which he was held by his triends and associates, I imagine that he would
have been pretty successful at persuading others.

Despite my respect for this institution
many generations of Jewish New Yorkers,
be waived for this building which will
Side historic District.

and the meaning it has had for so
I hope that the R8B zoning will not

so markedly diminish the Upper West

Sincerely,

Heather McCracken

02/11/2003 10:25 AM

To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
cc:

Subject: Proposal by Shearith Israel for Zoning Variance

Forwarded by Heather McCracken/Lpc on 02/11/2003 10:27 AM

"Elizabeth Mayers"
<emayers@ nyc.rr.com
>

02/11/2003 12:40 AM

To: <rtierney@lpc.nyc.gov>
cc:

Subject: Proposal by Shearith Israel for Zoning Variance

ELIZABETH G. MAYERS
25 CENTRAL PARK WEST, APT. 3I
NEW YORK, NY 10023
212.541.9287

February 10, 2003

Robert B. Tierney
Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair
1 Centre Street, 8th Floor
New York, NY

Dear Mr. Tierney:

I am writing to express my dismay at the possibility of a variance, applied
for by Congregation Shearith Israel on West 70th Street. The proposed
14-story building would represent a flagrant exception to existing zoning,
resulting in an inappropriate intrusion into this carefully crafted
contextual zone. As you know, the R8B zoning prevents such large structures
from rising above the surrounding brownstones and other low buildings. It
is astonishing that anyone would consider that the zoning, which was created
after much deliberation in 1984, should be scrapped for this project,
opening precedents for further destruction of this R8B zone.

My extended family has had a long relationship with Shearith Israel. My
husband's uncle, Harry Bernstein, held the honorary position of custodian of
Shearith Israel's cemetery in lower Manhattan for many years, and the family
was in the congregation of this august synagogue for two generations. He
lived at 25 Central Park West, where I live, and he was always concerned
with the character of the area and proud of Shearith Israel as a beautiful
and elegant edifice to which he made many contributions. In the current
circumstances I feel certain that this relative of ours, whom we remember
for his concern for the neighborhood where he had chosen to live, would have
encouraged other members of the congregation to play by the existing rules.
That was who he was, and given his well-known sense of humor and the esteem
in which he was held by his friends and associates, I imagine that he would
have been pretty successful at persuading others.

Despite my respect for this institution and the meaning it has had for so
many generations of Jewish New Yorkers, I hope that the R8B zoning will not
be waived for this building which will so markedly diminish the Upper West
Side Historic District.

Sincerely,

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000396

www.protectwest70.org



Eli.abeth MayersElizabeth Mayers
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Richard M. Cow,led
84th A35OMtly Dick"ct

Cna[r
CommKtee on Heafth

Sbenda Paulsen, Chair
Landrodarks Preservation Cornmissicrit
ons Centrc Stroct
New York. NY 10007
RY FAX AND BY MAIL

Dau Ms Paulscin:

Noveinber 13,2002

Re Congregaton Sh-unth Israel
8 West Ath Street

commirrEES
Rules
health

Higher EduCaLIM
In.vahos
J,diciary

S.e..l 100,icos
malafit, stearing

We uc writing to ask the Comni ission to posTpone the hearing on Congregation Sherinth luael (The
Spanish and Portagitese Synagogue), scheduled for November 26

The Commissicti's schedule for the public heamg on this project means dint Conumanty Board 7
will not be able ta pagiolpate in the hearing, because the Board uill not be cmsidering the proposal atil its
full boudnieeting onDecemb" 3. There an sirificant concerns about the woposal, includiig whcther the
iltv,slopirnmt serves a presc,"afion purpos and -bctlicr it would att bad precedmt for 2olling 2nd
development in historic distnets Sh-with Ivael lias been worlano with the City on this project for two
yews, without my wad to the community. It is wrong for it to now to seek to msh through the public
review prmess. The community's voice must be heard,

I Sheafith Israel (CSI) has ptoposed to build a 14-story (159-foot) building on its property at 8 West
70th Str"t. The synagogue ttsil:f is a landmaked buildiiia, md as located wifliin the Uppa Wcst
Shle/Central Park West liistoric District. In order to proceed wiLh this development, CSI must obtain a
Certificate of AppropTiattmess from the Landmarks Preservailrian Commission, as well as a waivor from the
City Planning Comranission or die Bowd of Standards md Appcals.

We age you to postpme the date of tiis hearal until after Decernber 3, so that the Commisinim will
be able to consider the opmion of Coimiunity Boud 7 in making 'ts on this matter.

Thomas K.
$late Senator

ec. Community Board 7
Ilistoric Distriv.3 CoUacil
LandinaTL Wsl!
Municipal Aru Society
Coulpoiltition Sl .. rith I .. cl
Vuious local oqs and

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
822 Legislative Office Building, AJbany, NY 1,1248

Tst 519455-4941 Fax518-455-5939

25 Broadway, R.. 2232w York, NY 10007
Tet 212-312,1492 Fri 212 312-1494

E mail: GonfrWassembly stateny.us

Very truly yours,

Richud N. Gottfried
A,iisembly Niembef

Ciale Brewer
Cuuncilmember

zuui1 J ' u -' : J~4 iffl UUZ

Richard N. Gottfried
64lh Assembly District

Cnair
Committee on Health

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
822 Legislative Office Building. Albany. NY 12248

Tei- 513^55-4941 FaJC 513-455-5939

25 Broadway, Rm. 2232w York, NY 1Q007
Tel: 212-312-1492 Fax. 212-312-1494

E-mail: Gottfr3@assembly state.ny.us

COMMITTEES
Rules
Health

Higher Education
Insurance
Judiciary

Social Services
Maioritv Steer: ne

November 13, 2002

Sherida Paulsen, Chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission
One Centre Street
New York, NY 10007
BY FAX AND BY MAIL

Re- Congregation Shsanth Israel
8 West 70th Street

Dear Ms. Paulson:

We are writing to ask the Commission to posrpone the hearing on Congregation Sheanth Israel (The
Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue), scheduled for November 26

The Commission's schedule for the public hearing on this project means that Community Board 7
will not be able to participate in the hearing, because the Board will not be considering the proposal until its
rull board meeting on December 3. There are significant concerns about the proposal, including whether the
development serves a preservation purpose and whether it would 3d bad precedent for zoning and
development in historic districts Shsarith Israel has been working with the City on this project for two
years, without any word to the community. It is wrong for it to now to seek to rush through the public
review process. The community's voice must be heard.

Shearith Israel (CSI) has proposed to build 2,14-story (159-foot) building on Us property at 8 West
70th Street. The synagogue itself 13 a landmarked building., and is located within the Upper West
Side-'Central Park West Historic District. In order to proceed wiLh this development, CSI must obtain a
Certificate of Appropriateness from the Landmarks Preservation Commission, as well as a waiver from the
City Planning Commission or the Board of Standards and Appeals.

We urge you to postpone the date of this hearing until after December 3; so that the Commission will
be able to consider the opinion of Community Board 7 in making its decision on this matter.

Very truly yours,

Thomas K. Duane ^"
State Senator

Richard N. Gott&ied
Assembly Member

Gale Brewer
Couricilmember

Community Board 7
Historic Districis Council
Landmark West!
MLinicipal Arts Society
Congregation Shcarith Israel
Various local oo-oos and residents
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CHRISTOS INC. VJ
241 WEST 37" STREET
NEWYORK N.Y. 10018

chrlgmbrids]L
TEL- (212) 921-0025
FAX: (212) 921-0127

November 22, 2002

Ms. Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair

Dear Ms- Paulsen,

Community Board 7 Landmarks Commfttee held a heatirig last night regarding
Congregation Shearith Israels Oans to cDnstruct a 14 story tower in a designated
historlc district,

The local residents tumed out In force to oppose the towers construction which will
destroy the characber of the neighborhood.

Congregation Shearlth Israel can meet the needs of Jts grDwirvg membership by
constnicting a six story building where It plans to build the tower- Under current laws a
six storV structure is peffni"ble. Shearlth IsraeJ Is abusing ft non-proft status by
attempting to gain a -special permit" so Jt can cash out on the 10 cDndominiums.

The congregation should do what other congregations do when money is needed. Ask
its members to eDritribute to meet res future financial needs. Shearith Israel is a
wealthy congregation capable of raising the funds required. The moriey can be put Into
a trust and used to repair and maintain the historic synagogue and build its
community center.

To permit the 14 swry tower to be constructed destroys the Integrity of the Landmarks
Law and betrays the trust residents expect from Its elecbed officials and community
repmsentatives.

The community will attend the Landmarks Preservation Committee meeting on
Tuesday, November 26th, to express Its opposition to the 14 story tower.

Reject the construction of the condominium in our neighborhood. Proted the land
marked Central Park West skyline and the historic brownsWne mid-blocks.

Thank you.

4S,, n I

MMi ael DeCoDo
Homeowner CD 91 CPW

11/22/02 15:44 FAX 2129210127

CHRISTOSINC. *o
241 WEST 37th STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018

www.yhristosbridaLcom
TEL: (212) 921-0025
FAX; (212) 921-0127

November 22, 2002

Ms. Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair

Dear Ms. Paulsen,

Community Board 7 Landmarks Committee held a hearing last night regarding
Congregation Shearith Israel's plans to construct a 14 story tower in a designated
historic district.

The local residents turned out in force to oppose the towers construction which will
destroy the character of the neighborhood.

Congregation Shearith Israel can meet the needs of its growing membership by
constructing a six story building where it plans to build the tower. Under current laws a
six story structure is permissible. Shearith Israel Is abusing its non-profit status by
attempting to gain a "special permit" so ft can cash out on the 10 condominiums.

The congregation should do what other congregations do when money is needed. Ask
its members to contribute to meet its future financial needs. Shearith Israel is a
wealthy congregation capable of raising the funds required. The money can be put into
a trust and used to repair and maintain the historic synagogue and build its
community center.

To permit the 14 story tower to be constructed destroys the integrity of the Landmarks
Law and betrays the trust residents expect from its elected officials and community
representatives.

The community will attend the Landmarks Preservation Committee meeting on
Tuesday, November 26th, to express its opposition to the 14 story tower.

Reject the construction of the condominium in our neighborhood. Protect the land
marked Central Park West skyline and the historic brownstone mid-blocks.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Michael DeCuollo
Homeowner <B> 91 CPW
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VIA FAX
212-669-7960

A& a resded of 91 Central Park Wed, UMt WeBt Sik EW a mmft of tk ddgo
mmmumy, i v&smy#y owee b. dewqm of tl* pTpw avomnium tower,

UhthbromMom,and
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dmdopmwA of dis 'Wmal-paue, flwedm tk mtb*" kWO of ME dty.
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Ldis LaBlarkc 91 Centrcd Park West New NY 10023-4600

FROM . Panasonic FOX SYSTEM PHONE HO. : Nov. 20 2002 02:46PM PI

Sherida Paulsen
landmarks Preservation Commission Chan

November 20,2002

VIAFAX
212-669-7960

Re: Congregation Shearith

Dear Chair Paulsen.

As a resident of 91 Central Park West, Upper West Side, and a member of the design
community, I vehemently oppose the development of the proposal condominium tower'

The historic district in which I live acclaims Landmark status. With the brownstones, and
the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, the entire community of 69* and 70* streets will
be impacted The landmark Law was established to protect these buildings and the
development of this "special-pemul", threatens the architectural integrity of OUT city.

Please decline any and all requests to develop this site on West 70* Street.

Lois Leblanc 91 Central Pork West New York, NY 10023-4600
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Stuart & Naomi Paley
101 Central Park Wftt
Nm York, NY 10023

November 20, 2002

Howrable Shexida PaWsen
Landmarics Preservadon Committee
City of Ncw Yofk
New York, NY

Dear Ms. Paidseti,

r
D:'O

Congreggion Shearith Isml, located on CtntW Pvzk West and 70 Str=t, is mhing a
m4jor community change through the pWnning process. Ithasjustdisctoseduplanto
erect a niidbi"k condominium tower fot which it is Uying to get appmvals and pennits.
Thcy have dow this in such a way m to deny ffit vM vdiemmt opposiUm of the loca)
commwnty a ressomble time to noke a complete md effecbw pmmlation to both the
Landmarks Comniission and the Commtwdty Plantaing Board.

It is unfair, unethical md indeed reprehemible thxt this wealthy conMgafien, ahcady
favored by its tax-exetnpt status, shoWd wk the hwtber privilege of "mption Imm the
pmcction of m historic dLsoict in order to enrich itself at the expense of the community,
Moreover, should dwy prevat, dww success wWd well be used f" the desauction of
siniilu mightothoods itwongbout the city.

numk ym for yaw kind consideration.

Rcsp=d4ll urs,

Stua"M.

Pwc!yo
Naofni Paley

[Oooi11/20/02 WED 12:33 FAX ®001

Stuart & Naomi Paley
101 Central Park West
New York, NY 10023

November 20,2002

Honorable Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Preservation Committee
City of New York
New York7 NY

Dear Ms. Paulsen,

Congregation Shearith Israel, located on Central Park West and 70* Street, is rushing a
major community change through the planning process. It has just disclosed a plan to
erect a midblock condominium lower for which it is trying to get approvals and permits.
They have done this in such a way as to deny the very vehement opposition of the local
community a reasonable time to make a complete and effective presentation to both the
Landmarks Commission and the Community Planning Board.

It is unfair, unethical and indeed reprehensible that this wealthy congregation, already
favored by its tax-exempt status, should seek the further privilege of exemption from the
protection of an historic district in order to enrich itself at the expense of the community,
Moreover, should they prevail, their success could well be used for the destruction of
similar neighborhoods throughout the city.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Respectfully vdurs.

Stuart M. Paley ' Naomi Paley
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Nmmba 2e. 2002

Ms. Sherida Patilsen
Chair
LandmwKs PresemaUon Commission
Faiinumbeir 212669-7960

Dear Ms. Poulmn:

I am voting in mprds to Congregation Sheamh lwael's pim m construct a 14-story
condminmm tower m West 70[h Sweet, on ft inid-bloCk west of CenoW Park West

Ha4fing bwn a rewdwl of W"t 7& S"W br over t" ywm arid currently beog a
wwking mtw rilising my ux year old daughter hem, I am extmmely concerned about how tNs
strucWre miN adversely affed not only wr blDck. but also the wbm neighborhood

AjiowkN the proposed tower to be buiK would severely wmpmmise the miegnty and
chamcW of both the Laridmarks Law and of the Upper West Side f Cerstral Park W"t Historic
Distnct. The tower wil also mmpmmise the beauty and stature of Congregaton Shmrith Isral
own Land"fk synagogue

I urge yw to help deny aN of the speCU PWMIM. "IVSM, variance and zoning provisions
that buodingthm wimerv,ould requim, These special wKvrs and variances am betng mquested
by a non-pmfk organization fbr a pmjed that is cLarly intended for pMflt

In addition to wming irrepamble damage to the immediate mkghbodiood, compromeiing
the Landmarks Law ths bme could set m ugly pfecedent fw exploitebw of other sites and a
wnbnuing dogradabon of the beauty and histoncal nWwe of &* enbm CwtrW ParK West I Upper
West Side District

Pleese hefp protod both the Landfrorks Law and mr neighborhoods

Thank you IW giVing thiS mattw yOur fuH allention

Most sinmrely youm,

Susumne S Rmtock
18 West 7CP Strwi
Neiv York, NY 10023

Lo/to 39vd zioxid EE6Z6Z1ZTZ 90:8T Z@@Z/@Z/TI

November 20m. 2002

Ms. Sherida Paulsen
Chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission
Fax number 212669-7960

Dear Ms. Paulsen:

I am writing in regards to Congregation Sheanth Israel's plan to construct a 14-story
condominium tower on West 70th Street, on the mid-block west of Central Park West

Having been a resident of West 70th Street for over thirty years and currently being a
working mother raising my six year old daughter here, I am extremely concerned about how this
structure will adversely affect not only our block, but also the entire neighborhood

Allowing the proposed tower to be built would severely compromise the integrity and
character of both the Landmarks Law and of the Upper West Side / Central Park West Historic
District. The tower will also compromise the beauty and stature of Congregation Sheanth Israel's
own Landmark synagogue

I urge you to help deny all of the special permits, waivers, variance and zoning provisions
that building this tower would require. These special waivers and variances are being requested
by a non-profit organization for a project that is clearly intended for profit.

In addition to causing irreparable damage to the immediate neighborhood, compromising
the Landmarks Law this time could set an ugly precedent for exploitation of other sites and a
continuing degradation of the beauty and historical nature of the entire Central Park West / Upper
West Side District

Please help protect both the Landmarks Law and our landmarked neighborhoods

Thank you for giving this matter your full attention

Most sincerely yours,

Susanne S Rostock
18 West 70th Street
New York. NY 10023

10/10 399d ZiaXId EEGZ62SZIS 90:81

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000402

www.protectwest70.org



Sherida Paulsen To Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc

11/25/2002 02:40 PM
cc;

Subject Against Ponuguese Synagogue's proposal to eract building an W.70th
St.

----- Fomarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11 /26/2002 02 41 PM -----

PaulAvr@aol.com To apaulsen@lpcnycqov

11125/2002 01:59 PM
Subjeccct:

st
ainst Portuguese Synagogue's propDsal to erect building on W.70thAg

Deax LPC Chaii Paulsen:
On Novemher 21, the Landmarks Comrrittee of CB 7 voted unanimously to
rec.mmend medial of Congregation Shearith Israel's proposal to erect a
building on W 70th Street. Such a building would be devastating to the area
and set a bad precedent for future such proposals.
I hope the Landmarks Preservation Commission will deny the proposal and
preserve this area.
Ina Avrich
425 Riversid,, Dii,r
MYC 10025

Sherida Paulsen

11/25/2002 02:40 PM

To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
cc:

Subject: Against Portuguese Synagogue's proposal to erect building on W.70th
St.

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/25/2002 02:41 PM

PaulAvr@aol.com

11/25/2002 01:59PM

To: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov
cc:

Subject: Against Portuguese Synagogue's proposal to erect building on W.70th
St.

Dear LPC Chair Paulsen:
On November 21, the Landmarks Committee of CB 7 voted unanimously to
recommend denial of Congregation Shearith Israel's proposal to erect a
building on W, 70th Street. Such a building would be devastating to the area
and set a bad precedent for future such proposals.
I hope the Landmarks Preservation Commission will deny the proposal and
preserve this area.
Ina Avrich
425 Riverside Drive
NYC 10025
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Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc

11 /26/2002 09 05 AM Subject DO NOT PEFIMIT 14 STORY W, 70 STREET BUILDING

----- Fomarded by Shenda Paulsen/Lpe on 11/26/2002 09:06 AM -----

"DAEDALUS To spaulsenftc.ni
PRODUCTIONS, INC." cc: gale browqr@council.ni us> bp @man hattairl
<info@rosenblumphot <mgnyaa@ao1conr., stnngsQassernb1y.stateny.us>,
o.org> <duane@senate.sate.nyos>
11/2512002 05 05 PM Subject: DO NOT PEFIMIT 14 STORY W. 70 STREET BUILDING

TO: THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
FROM NINA AND DANJEL ALLENTUOK, 15 VVest 70 Street, NY NY I OD23

Dear Sherida Paulsen:
Please uphold the integrity of Ihe Lardmarks Law, and protect our beloved landmarked Central Flark West
skyline and the Historic District brownstores in our neighborhood. We live directly across the streel from
the proposed site and we vehemently protest the proposed building that is planned to be put up next to
CongregatLon Shearith Israel on 70th Street ard urge you NOT to grant waivers or variances or special
parMLtS that will allow this completely illegal building to be built.

Allowing this illegal building to go forward will set a clangerDus precedenl for our neighborhood as other
sites hold by non-prcfit institutions will also try to put up oullawed buildings that will allow the historical
character of the ne[ghborhood to be destroyed. Please vote against allowing the constructioR of a
mid-biwk building twice as tall as the law permits. Do NOT allow the air rights to be shifted across a
zoning boundary, nor waive the zoning laws. Please protect the neighborhood and its landmark status,
which is the job of your Commission.

Respectfully submitted,
Nina Ptosenblum Allentuck

Sherida Paulson To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
cc.

11/26/2002 09 05 AM Subject' DO NOT PERMIT 14 STORY W. 70 STREET BUILDING

Forwarded by Shenda Paulsen/Lpc on 11/26/2002 09:06 AM

"DAEDALUS TO- <spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov>
PRODUCTIONS, INC." cc: <gale brewer@council.nyc.ny us>, <bp@manhattanbp.org>,
<info@rosenblumphot <mgnysa@aol.com>, <strmgs@assembly.state.ny.us>,
o.org> <duane@ senate.state.ny.us>
11/25/2002 05'05 PM Subject: DO NOT PERMIT 14 STORY W. 70 STREET BUILDING

TO: THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
FROM: NINA AND DANIEL ALLENTUCK, 15 West 70 Street, NY NY 10023

Dear Sherida Paulsen:
Please uphold the integrity of the Landmarks Law, and protect our beloved landmarked Central Park West
skyline and the Historic District brownstones in our neighborhood. We live directly across the street from
the proposed site and we vehemently protest the proposed building that is planned to be put up next to
Congregation Sheanth Israel on 70th Street and urge you NOT to grant waivers or variances or special
permits that will allow this completely illegal building to be built.

Allowing this illegal building to go forward will set a dangerous precedent for our neighborhood as other
sites held by non-profit institutions will also try to put up outlawed buildings that will allow the historical
character of the neighborhood to be destroyed. Please vote against allowing the construction of a
mid-block building twice as tall as the law permits. Do NOT allow the air rights to be shifted across a
zoning boundary, nor waive the zoning laws. Please protect the neighborhood and its landmark status,
which is the job of your Commission.

Respectfully submitted,
Nina Rosenblum Allentuck
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FZON f'RINCE PA6E 01

Ron Prince
New NY t0023

212 579.9100 -k.

21257OWS816.

Ll

11/18/2002 17:15 212579915B RON PRINCE PAGE 81

Ron Prince
18 Westl 70th Street

Penthouse A

NewVorh.NV 1C023

ronprince@worldnet.att

212 579.9160 voice

212 579 91 SB MX
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11/18/2002 17:15 212979SI58 PON PRINCE PAGE 02

Ron Prince
,. C.-usimit

New YOO, NY !DD21

M' ra

212 570.9160 fsx

Novembu 18, 2002

Shenda E. Paulsen. Chair
Lwdmarks Prusc,v.lion Comm,...on
One Centre Street
0' Floor North
New York, NY 10007

Dear Ms. Paulsen

I am wrfing you about a very impoFtant issue in prese"aiion - and tv opWal lot your stupport-

As you know, Congregation Shuvifl, lwael (CS0 13 Oc*Wl? OpprOV31 10 build 2 1 A-StOry
stwctute on West 7qh Strftt, behind their landmark btuilding on 70v` & CPW. The bui"ng
...Id be 0. tho sit. of CSI'o c."ort orrimunity hou94 pli m in adjoining, now-vacant lot.
Four above cjTound flcurs wmM house new community facitilies; ten more wwid go to (uxury
cond,za

ti b0fi this StNctore would to"r amt e quintessentoal bitock in the Uppe, West
SidelCentral Park West Historic District

The waivers, variances and spemal permnS this scheme requires arc of licisibovot, teNing of
the projew's inappropriateness They include-

The transfer of air righf from the CSI's landmark building to the site behind it
- a anci riAngerous onel

The tramter of ow nghts across zonmg districts - the syrkigogue (on higher-
rissrog CPVAI) and ihe proposed building site (reaching "I] irto residential
West 701 are in different zones,

Waiver of zoning law in orderto allow a building lvvice the legal height- (rhe
current design is approximtely 75qt higher Thari the now-hilit;4I mkJ-1,loi
stmcture.)

Waiver of rsvur yard" and 'set bacV provigions,

11/18/2002 17:15 2125799158 RON PRINCE PAGE 02

Ron Prince
1 a West 70lh Street

Penthouse A

New YorK, NY 10023

ronpfinceowarWwl ait net

212.579 9160 voice

212 579.9168 lax

November 18, 2002

Shenda E. Paulsen, Chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission
One Centre Street
0th Floor North
New York, NY 1 0007

Dear Ms. Paulsen'

I am writing you about a very important issue in preservation - and to appeal for your support.

As you know, Congregation Sheuiiilt l&iael (CSI) 13 seeking approval to build a 14-story
structure on West 70th Street, behind their landmark building on 70'h & CPW. The building
wuuld be on the site of CSI'a current community house* plus an adjoining, now-vacant lot.
Four above-ground floors would house new community facilities; ten more would go to luxury
condos

11 built, this structure would tower over a quintessential block in the Upper West
Side/Central Park West Historic District.

The waivers, variances and special permits ihis scheme requires are of UienibtHves telling of
the project's inappropriateness They include'

o The transfer of air rights from the CSI's landmark building to the site behind it
- a preci*dpnt anH a dangerous onel

o The transfer of air rights across zoning districts - the synagogue (on higher-
rising CPW) and the proposed building site (reaching well into residential
West 70"1} are in different zones.

o Waiver of zoning law m order to allow a building twice the legal height (The
current design is approximately 75% higher than the now-tallest mid-block
structure.)

o Waiver of "rear yard" and "set back" provisions.
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Chair Sh&M- E PMJ'aim
November I B, 2002

Page 2 of 2

All this in a designaled historic distro!

The synagogue mantams ihat the nle of the developmentrights will er,daw its own
presentation and other But opening tha door to spPrivil-permit develatirnent by
not-for-profits endBrbgers hi'storic areas thmughout our city.

There mally is a question of policy hwe - and of appropnateness:

Should an orgettaotion with an historic site he pamitted to expand to the gecat
do(nment Df an historic district? The answer shouid 6e no, even for institutions of
worship.

This is a high-stakes case: I tie vegrity of ihe Ldi KJ,iiw k Law and of thin (3nd other) histnrir,
districts nftd protection. lpNease use your voice and prestige to ensum that a building plan of
extrc"ly inapproprwie caie is defeated.

i look foreard to your hearings nn thiR proposal next week, on Noyamber 2V.

5 5incerely,

,T,

I
,t,+t U__

11/18/2002 17:15 2125799158 RON PRINCE PAGE

Letter to Landmarks Preservation Commission Choir Sh«rida E Paiilsen
November 18, 2002

Page 2 of 2

A// this in a designated historic district!

The synagogue maintains that the sale of the development rights will endow its own
preservation and other programs. But opening the door to special-permit development by
not — for — profits endangers historic areas throughout our city.

There really is a question of policy here - and of appropriateness:

Should an organization with an historic site be permitted to expand to the great

detriment of an historic district? The answer should be no, even for institutions of
worship.

This is a high-stakes case: I he integrity of the Lai idinai k Law and of this (and other) historic.
districts need protection. Please use your voice and prestige to ensure that a building plan of
extremely inappropriate %»cale is defeated.

I look forward to your hearings on this proposal next week, on November 26fh-

Sincerely,

£
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